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This year the Churches in the Village raised 
£12,206 for the work of Christian Aid. Your 
love and commitment to the poor of the 
world has sent you out collecting during 
Christian Aid week, giving to appeals and 
contributing in the many different ways 
outlined in this report. What you do and 
give makes a massive difference in emer-
gency aid and long term development, 
with money given directly to partners to 
help those in need, regardless of religion, 
gender or nationality.
So, a huge thank you. Without your help 
none of this would have been possible.    

Demonstrating your love for the world

Carol singing in the High Street - in partnership with TiK

Simple Meal
On 19th January members of our local 
churches shared together in a simple meal 
and made donations to Christian Aid, 
representing the cost of their normal Sun-
day lunch. It was also an opportunity to 
hear of the wider work of the charity and 
we were delighted to welcome back 
Victoria Hardman, a member of the 
Christian Aid board, and now a good 
friend of ours. She talked animatedly 
about her visit to the Congo and 
held our attention as she shared 
her experiences of the work 
there. We were also pleased to 
have with us Adrian Whalley our new Area 
Secretary.  Together we raised £343.

Village Quiz
In February we were delighted to be back 
at the Services Club for our fourth Village 
Quiz. 13 teams representing a wide cross 
section of organisations joined in a fun 
evening, with delicious food and testing 
questions!  Once again it was good to 
be able to raise money and publicise the 
work of Christian Aid to a wider audience. 
Through the quiz and raffle an excellent 
£928 was raised.

In March we hosted an Area event and 
were pleased to have Sarjon Toma 
(pictured) from Iraq speak to us. Sarjon 
works for REACH which helps communi-
ties in northern Iraq engage with the civil 
authorities to ensure local people’s needs 

REACH in Iraq

are understood and provided for. We 
had a fascinating and challenging even-

ing listening to him. His visit 
became very poignant when 
we learned shortly afterwards 
that he and his family, along 

with thousands of others, 
were driven from their 

homes by extremists. 
We continue to pray 

for them and look 
forward to the day 

when they can return home and live with 
their neighbours in peace. 

In March Hannah Thompson (pictured) 
visited us and talked about her year as 
an intern and particularly her visit to the 
Christian Aid projects in Colombia. Han-
nah spoke in the morning service at Christ 
Church Baptist and then led the young 
people in a discussion and games around 

development and justice issues. Her 
enthusiasm, warmth and faith left a real 
impression on us and she shared with us 
many ideas about working together with 
our young people.

Intern: Hannah 

It’s the main activity of the year and prob-
ably the most important. Overall, Christian 
Aid nationally raises £9million of its total 
income from this week.  We are very grate-
ful to all those who deliver and collect 
envelopes from local residents, raising 
money and keeping the needs of the 
poor before us all.  The House to House 
collection raised £4,793 and this was 
supplemented by the plant and produce 
stall and coffee morning making a total of 
£5,703.57.

Christian Aid Week

For the United 
Service at Christ 
Church we wel-
comed Andy Clasp-
er, Christian Aid’s 
Churches Relation-
ship Manager, who 
led a lively service 
with contributions 
from a number of 
the local churches. 
This set us up for the week and empha-
sised the importance of dedicating what 
we do to God in worship. 



Our thanks go to Harold and Moyna 
Taylor for hosting another lovely cream 
tea raising £310 and providing us with 
the opportunity to meet their neighbours 
on a beautiful day.  As with many of our 
activities, fund raising works through rela-
tionships. Friendships are often developed 
as we meet together with this common 
purpose.

Over the summer

Unfortunately there are times when the 
need is so great and urgent that a spe-
cial appeal is called for.  In August we 
launched an appeal for Gaza following the 
enormous damage there as a result of the 
shelling of this tiny and densely populated 
region. The images from that conflict were 
truly horrific and people responded with 
generosity. The Churches and the Village 
raised a total of £1, 226.12. We also wrote 
to our local MP Mike Penning to urge him 
and the Government to seek a just and 
peaceful settlement for everyone in the 
region.

In November Kaz and his staff welcomed 
us back to the Cinnamon Lounge. Thanks 
to their generosity we were able to raise 
£986 (including donations).  Sixty six 
people attended and had a very enjoyable 
evening together with some great food!  

As usual, in December we gathered out-
side Sainsbury’s in Apsley to sing familiar 
carols. The following Saturday we were 
delighted to be invited by ‘Transition in 
Kings Langley’ (TIK) to sing carols as part 
of their ‘Food Market’. This link between 
us is very positive as we share a number of 
common aims.  Together, a grand total of 
£744 was raised (including a donation of 
£85 from The Kings Christian Bookshop), 
which this year went to the ‘Ebola appeal’. 
We were particularly pleased that the Gov-
ernment doubled all monies raised over 
the Christmas period up to a maximum of 
£5m. 

In addition to Christian Aid activities, 
we are enthusiastic supporters of other 
complementary organisations. We affirm 
the importance of fair trade and, once 
again, Traidcraft products were available 
through the bookshop at Christ Church, 
as well as stalls at All Saints, the Methodist 
Church and Watford Quakers.  Total sales 
were £4,500 and all profits go to Christian 
Aid , which amounted to £600.  The annual 
‘Traidcraft Day’, when fair trade Christmas 
cards and gifts were on sale, took place 
in November at the home of Mick and 
Jeanette Hayter and total sales reached 
£930.  We thank Tracey Tucker for her work 
as representative for the past 8 years and 
welcome Hilary Evans as she takes over.

Special appeals

Cinnamon Lounge

Carol Singing

Traidcraft
Christian Aid Week
House to house collections             £4,793.22
Stall in High Street                 £ 351.66
Coffee morning                  £ 171.26
United service                £ 227.43
Special donations                   £160.00

CAW total                        £5,703.57

General 
Special appeals                £1,551.12
REACH evening                   £77.60
General donations & boxes                  £692.34
Simple meal                   £343.25
Garden teas                                £310.00
Village Quiz                       £927.88
Odd jobs  &  eBay                                     £234.06
Count your Blessings     £53.50
Carol singing                            £744.41
Cinnamon Lounge                    £968.62
Traidcraft              £600.00

General total                      £6,502.78

Grand total                        £12,206.35 

Allocated as follows:
Syria appeal                 £ 285.00
Gaza                                  £1,226.12
Iraq                   £300.00
Ebola                   £ 744.41
General funds                £9650.82
(Subject to audit)

The figures

Jubilee Debt
We are also supporters of Jubilee Debt, an 
organisation which campaigns to reduce 
or abolish unsustainable debts ‘owed’ to 
the first world. All the churches pledge 
their support as ‘Jubilee congregations’ 
and are part of the campaigning work 
to reduce the debt in many developing 
countries and the continuing threat of 
‘Vulture Funds’. 

The last word
‘We are used to typhoons but we never 
thought it would be so strong.’ Melvin said 
as he spoke of leaving his home in Leyte 
in the Philippines and running for his life, 
dodging falling coconut trees and flying 
sheets of metal. Melvin’s wife Marilou 
and children had already sought refuge 
nearby. Melvin continues, ‘Other than the 
government, Christian Aid was the first 
to help us.’   Alongside emergency aid 

Melvin was given seeds to replace those 
lost during the typhoon and was amongst 
250 community members who received 
training in organic farming. ‘We could 
start growing vegetables again,’ explains 
Melvin. ‘‘We used to use chemicals but 
now we use organic fertilisers. It saves us 
money, it’s much cheaper. It’s healthier 
too,’ he adds.

The committee
Chris Gahan, Jeanette Hayter, Eric Martin, 
(Secretary), Pat McCombe, Keith Gower, 
Jean Osborn, David Peacock, Chris Pettit 
(Treasurer), Harold Taylor, Paul Tucker 
(Chair).

Contact: caid@kings-langley-churches.org.uk
01923 269027


