
   

Campaign Update: July 2010

Christian Aid Week: a huge thank you

A very big thank you to all those who helped and contributed to Christian Aid week this year. The final
total is: £5234 (last year £5900).

This year Christian Aid focused on Matopeni in Kenya, and you will recall the
moving DVD we showed at the United Service about the work there. One of
the projects, “Arise and Shine”, shows what can be achieved with some
partnership help. Catherine Kithuku (in the picture), one of its leaders, having
set up a community group for abused women is now working to build a water
and sanitation block.  She says:  ‘Most of all I pray for clean water, without it
we get sick’ but she added: “I think that poverty can be eradicated by
empowering people”. Christian Aid works to do just that. To give back to
people the opportunities that desperate poverty robs them of, so they can be
enabled to make a difference in their lives and those around them. Be
assured your gifts will go to help people like Catherine, and we thank you for
being part of this work.

Gaza Aid Shipment

In May this year, during the “World week of peace for Israel and Palestine”,
a boat sailing to Gaza with aid for the people there was boarded by the
Israeli Defence force with the loss of 9 lives. Whilst it was clear that the
ship was intent on breaking the blockade, the use of such force was
recognised across the world as disproportionate and the ongoing blockade
described as “collective punishment” of the people in Gaza.

I wrote to Mike Penning on this saying: “It cannot be right that an aid shipment should be dealt with in such
a heavy handed and disproportionate way.”

In reply Mike Penning said: “I deplore the loss of life that occurred and I feel that there should be an
independent enquiry to establish the facts of the incident. There is a clear need for Israel to act with
restraint and in line with international obligations. This includes lifting the restrictions on access to Gaza in
line with the UN Security Council resolution 1860.”

Christian Aid commented about the overall situation in Gaza (picture above):  “The blockade, which will
soon enter its fourth year, is an intensification of restrictions that have been ongoing for more than a
decade. This has created an untenable situation, causing shortages of potable water, medicines and
other essentials, and leaving 80% of the 1.5 million population dependent on humanitarian assistance.”

We continue to work and pray for peace and justice in this region. May the God who created the world
with such imagination and creativity grant such gifts to those seeking to resolve the conflict in this area.
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Do have  a word with Karen and find out what she is working on at the moment and how you might be
able to support her.

It’s a while since I last wrote to M&S and as I have struggled to find fairly traded clothing there recently,  I
write to Sir Stuart Rose, the Chair of the company on 31 May saying (amongst other things):

“On 5th June 2008 you wrote to me stating: “I am pleased to say that at M&S we strongly support Fairtrade’s
aims. We aim to reach over 100,000 small scale farmers by extending our commitment to Fairtade cotton,
sugar and other crops and realise the importance of Fairtrade to our customers. This is an issue we are
taking very seriously”

In particular I would like to know:

• Have you succeeded in reaching the 100, 000 small scale farmers you mention above
• Is there more or less “Fairtade cotton, sugar and other crops” in your stores in 2010 than in 2008

and 2009?
• What proportion of your sales in 2009/10 was fairly traded and how does this compare to the

previous financial year?
• What current clothing ranges can be purchased that are fairly traded? To the naked eye there

seems less choice, for example in men’s clothing.

Finally can I congratulate you on becoming the first UK retailer to launch Fairtrade Foundation-certified
vegetables.”

A reply is awaited. You might want to make similar enquiries about fairly traded clothing next time you are in
the store.

Fair Trade and Marks and Spencer

Creation Care

Thank you to Karen Mellor for her continued campaigning work on the
environment. Karen and Derin were very active during the election on
environmental issues and continue to work in the community to raise the profile
of this important area. They had a stall at the Kings Langley Carnival and Karen
has being in regular contact with local politicians to have Tetra Pak (juice
cartons) collected by the Council with other recycling materials from the
doorstep
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Dates for your diary

Sunday July 18th, 3.00-5.00pm: Tea Party in the Methodist Church: Come along and eat scones and
cream, cakes etc with a clear conscience! All gifts to Christian Aid.


